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Introduction

Overview. Statistics are a powerful tool - in research, policymaking,
program evaluation, and advocacy. They are used to frame issues, monitor
current circumstances and progress, judge the effectiveness of policies
and programs, make projections about the future, and predict the costs of
potential policy changes.

In the United States, disability statistics — information about the
population with disabilities and about the government programs that serve
people with disabilities - are often difficult to find. Numerous
government agencies generate and publish disability statistics, and as a
result, the data are scattered across various federal government
documents and websites.

The Annual Disability Statistics Compendium and its complement, the
Annual Disability Statistics Supplement, are summaries of statistics
about people with disabilities and about the government programs which
serve them. The Compendium, available both in hard copy and online (at
www.disabilitycompendium.org) presents key overall statistics on topics
including the prevalence of disability, employment among persons with
disabilities, rates of participation in disability income and social
insurance programs, and other statistics. The Annual Disability
Statistics Supplement, only available online (also at
www.disabilitycompendium.org), presents tables with over 150 additional
categorizations of data for each section highlighted in the Compendium.

Notes on the data. The Compendium is a compilation of data from multiple
sources, such as the Social Security Administration, Veterans Benefits
Administration, and frequently, the U.S. Census Bureau'’'s American
Community Survey, among others. Many of these get updated annually,
however some of them have not received an update in recent years. These
include selected data from the Social Security Administration (SSA) on
the State Assistance Programs for SSI Recipients (last updated in 2011)
and the data from the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation
Services Administration (last updated in 2016). We used the most recent
data wherever available.

It is also of note that in many cases disability data is broken out into
6 main types (cognitive, ambulatory, hearing, vision, self-care, and
independent living), and does not necessarily allow for more fine-grained
analysis. For instance, cognitive disability is a category, but this does
not tell one the specific type of cognitive disability, such as whether
it is related to a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) or an
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Intellectual/Developmental Disorder (IDD).

Exploring other topics. The UNH Institute on Disability is dedicated to
thorough research and has explored topics such as understanding the
factors associated with the health disparities experienced by people with
intellectual disabilities through the Health Disparities Project
(https://www.iod.unh.edu/projects/health-disparities-project) and career
self-management through job crafting for people with physical and mild
cognitive disabilities
(https://www.iod.unh.edu/projects/career-self-management-through-job-craf
ting-people-physical-and-mild-cognitive-disabilities).

New this year. The 2021 Annual Disability Statistics Compendium includes
a new section on Voting and Registration, which presents summarized
statistics on voting and registration of people with and without
disabilities in the 2020 presidential elections. This section is co-
sponsored by the Rutgers University, Program on Disability Research.
These statistics are adapted from the “Fact Sheet: Disability and Voter
Turnout in the 2020 Elections,” by Lisa Schur and Douglas Kruse. Go to
https://smlr.rutgers.edu/faculty-research-engagement/program-disability-r
esearch for more detailed statistics. Additionally,

e The tables presenting change in employment and poverty gaps between
people with disability and no disability have been removed this year.
These tables are table 3.10 and table 6.4.

e The source of all statistics previously reported from the American
Community Survey 1-year estimates has changed to the American
Community Survey public use microdata sample.

e Most statistics based on the American Community Survey public use
microdata sample are reported for the age group 18-64 years.

The above-mentioned changes have made the Annual Disability Statistics
Compendium more consistent across all tables, however, there may be minor
differences between the estimates reported in the past years and the
estimates reported this year.

A note about 2020 American Community Survey data

Since 2005, the U.S. Census Bureau has collected basic household and
individual characteristics of the U.S. population via the American
Community Survey (ACS), providing researchers and policy makers with
statistically reliable national, state, county, and metropolitan-level
demographic estimates. Data collection for the ACS includes a mix of
internet, mail, telephone, and in-person interviews. Due to the COVID-19
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pandemic, data collection activities were interrupted.

Specific differences from prior years’' efforts include variation in data
collection modes and schedules, and adjustments to weights to compensate
for these challenges. In addition, specific populations were
disproportionately impacted by these adjustments. For example, access to
group quarters became severely restricted. Historically, the numbers
presented in the Compendium and Supplement analyze only the civilian non-
institutionalized population. As such, this particular data collection
challenge did not impact our estimates. However, other issues are
relevant.

In-person interviewing ceased on March 20, 2020, and only internet and
telephone interviewing continued through the end of June 2620. In July
and August 2020, limited in-person interviewing resumed in certain
geographic areas, expanding throughout the year. However, the ACS resumed
pre-COVID-19 in-person interviewing coverage in February 2021.

Mailings were also limited due to a decrease of federal staff and
resources during this same time period. This impacted not only mail data
collection but also telephone response rates due to the lack of pre-
notice mailings typically sent in advance of first contact.

The COVID-19 Pandemic influences the 2020 ACS response rate and
composition of ACS respondents. For example, on average, respondents had
higher levels of education and higher household incomes, when compared to
previous years. Just like every year, the Census Bureau provides weights
that allow analysts to adjust estimates to account for the differences
between the composition of ACS respondents and the composition of the US
population. However, there may be unobservable Pandemic-related
differences for which it is difficult to account. For this reason, 2020
ACS estimates should be interpreted with caution and not be compared to
2019 ACS estimates.

Due to these data collection challenges, the U.S. Census Bureau assessed
the 2020 ACS for new biases due to nonresponse and coverage and examined
data quality issues associated with corresponding lower sample sizes and
item allocation rates. Overall, 31.6% fewer interviews were collected
than planned. Due to the corresponding bias in some point estimates,
combined with the lower reliability of estimates, the standard 1-year ACS
estimates were not released. Instead, U.S. Census Bureau-issued
experimental weights which have been applied to provide the best
estimates for 2020 at the national and state level. Data users should not
interpret substantial changes from 2019 as evidence of a trend or
statistically significant difference. These estimates are generally
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considered the best estimates of the population with and without
disabilities in 2020, but comparisons should not be made to prior years.
We will revisit this issue with the release of 2021 data in the next
Compendium.

Source: Daily, Donna, Cantwell, Patrick J., Battle, Karen, Waddington,
David G., Shin, Hyon B. 2021 (October 27). An Assessment of the COVID-19
Pandemic’s Impact on the 2020 ACS 1-Year Data. ACS Research and
Evaluation Report Memorandum Series (#ACS21-RER-04). U.S. Census Bureau:
Washington, DC.

Additional Resources. A companion Annual Report is available, providing
graphical representations of key findings. The Annual Report highlights
trend data related to specific tables in the Compendium and Supplement.
The statistics presented here, as well as those in the Supplement and
Annual Report, can be viewed and downloaded at
https://www.disabilitycompendium.org.

Help navigating any of the resources described here can be found in the
Frequently Asked Questions section at
https://www.DisabilityCompendium.org/faq. Assistance interpreting and
locating additional statistics is available via our toll-free number,
866-538-9521, or by email at disability.statistics@unh.edu. For more
information about our research projects, please visit
https://www.researchondisability.org

Suggested Citation. Paul, S., Rafal, M.C., & Houtenville, A.J. (2021).
Annual Disability Statistics Compendium: 2021. Durham, NH: University of
New Hampshire, Institute on Disability.
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Iconography

Icons have been added to facilitate navigation. These were created or
derived based on the icons available at https://www.thenounproject.com.
Derived icons are free from copyright restrictions under the Creative
Commons Organization Public Domain Mark 1.0

(https://www.creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/) unless otherwise
noted.
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Table 8.6 Veterans Benefits Administration — Compensation and Pension
Benefits Paid to Disabled Veterans and their Survivors: Federal Fiscal
Year 20620

Section 9: Health Insurance Coverage

Table 9.1 Health Insurance Coverage — Civilians Ages 18-64 Years
Living in the Community for the United States and States, by
Disability Status: 2020

Table 9.2 Health Insurance Coverage — Civilians with Disabilities Ages
18-64 Years Living in the Community for the United States and States,
by Type of Coverage: 2020

Section 10: Rural

Table 10.1 Rural Comparison — Prevalence and Population of Civilians
Living in the Community with and without Disabilities, by
Metropolitan, Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States:
2019

Table 10.2a Rural Comparison — Demographics of Civilians Living in the
Community with and without Disabilities, by Metropolitan,
Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States: 2019

Table 10.2b Rural Comparison - Demographics of Civilians Living in the
Community with and without Disabilities, by Metropolitan,
Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States: 2019

Table 10.3 Rural Comparison — Employment of Civilians Ages 18-64 Years
Living in the Community with and without Disabilities, by
Metropolitan, Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States:
2019
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Table 10.4 Rural Comparison — Poverty and Median Earnings of Civilians
Living in the Community with and without Disabilities, by
Metropolitan, Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States:
2019

Table 10.5 Rural Comparison — Insurance Coverage for Civilians Living
in the Community with and without Disabilities, by Metropolitan,
Micropolitan, and Noncore Status for the United States: 2019

Section 11: Health

Table 11.1 Health — Persons Ages 18 and Over Living in the Community,
by Disability Status: 2020

Table 11.2 Health — Smoking among Persons Ages 18 and Over, by
Disability Status: 2020

Table 11.3 Health — Obesity among Persons 18 and Over, by Disability
Status: 2020

Table 11.4 Health — Binge Drinking among Persons Ages 18 and Over, by
Disability Status: 2020

Section 12: Social Security Administration Program

Table 12.1 Supplemental Security Income — Number of Recipients of
Federally Administered Payments: December 2020

Table 12.2 Supplemental Security Income — Total Federally Administered
Payments: December 2020

Table 12.3 Supplemental Security Income — Number of Recipients of
Federally Administered Payments under Age 18: December 2020

Table 12.4 Supplemental Security Income — Number of Awards of
Federally Administered Payments, by Age: December 2020

Table 12.5a Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of
Beneficiaries: December 2020

Table 12.5b Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of
Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 2020

Table 12.5c Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of
Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 2020
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« Table 12.5d Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of

Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 20206

« Table 12.5e Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of
Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 20206

« Table 12.5f Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of
Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 2020

* Table 12.5g Social Security Disability Insurance — Number of

Beneficiaries, by Disability Type: December 2020

- Table 12.6 Social Security Disability Insurance — Total Annual
Benefits: December 20206

* Table 12.7a Supplemental Security Income — Change in the Number of
Recipients of Federally Administered Payments, by Total and Age: 2019
to 2020

* Table 12.7b Supplemental Security Income — Change in the Number of
Recipients of Federally Administered Payments, by Blind and Disabled:
2019 to 2026

* Table 12.8a Social Security Disability Insurance — Change in the
Number of Beneficiaries of Federally Administered Payments, by Total
and Disabled Worker: 20819 to 2020

* Table 12.8b Social Security Disability Insurance — Change in the
Number of Beneficiaries of Federally Administered Payments: 2019 to
2020

* Table 12.9 Social Security Disability Insurance — Monthly Number of
Applicants: January 2003 to July 2007

* Table 12.10 Social Security Disability Insurance — Monthly Number of
Applicants: August 2007 to February 2012

* Table 12.11 Social Security Disability Insurance — Monthly Number of
Applicants: March 2012 to September 2016

* Table 12.12 Social Security Disability Insurance — Monthly Number of
Applicants: October 2016 to December 2021

Section 13: Education
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« Table 13.1 Special Education — Students Ages 6 to 21 Served under
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B, as a Percentage
of the Population: Fall 2019

« Table 13.2 Special Education — Students Served under Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, Part B, by Age: Fall 2019

- Table 13.3a Special Education — Students Ages 6 to 21 Served under
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B, by Select
Diagnostic Categories: Fall 2019

- Table 13.3b Special Education — Students Ages 6 to 21 Served under
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B, by Select
Diagnostic Categories: Fall 2019

- Table 13.3c Special Education — Students Ages 6 to 21 Served under
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B, by Select
Diagnostic Categories: Fall 2019

- Table 13.3d Special Education — Students Ages 6 to 21 Served under
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B, by Select
Diagnostic Categories: Fall 2019

« Table 13.4 Special Education — Educational Environment — Students Ages
6 to 21 Served under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part
B, that Spent 406 Percent or More Time Inside Regular Class: Fall 2019

« Table 13.5 Education — People Ages 25 and Over with Less Than a High
School Education, by Disability Status: 2020

- Table 13.6 Education — People Ages 25 and Over with Only a High School
Education, by Disability Status: 2020

- Table 13.7 Education — People Ages 25 and Over with a 4-year College
Degree, by Disability Status: 2020

- Table 13.8 Education — People Ages 25 and Over with More Than a 4-year
College Degree, by Disability Status: 2020

Section 14: Vocational Rehabilitation

* Table 14.1 Vocational Rehabilitation — Number of Participants Served,
Number of Cases Closed with and without Employment by State Agency:
2016
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* Table 14.2 Vocational Rehabilitation — Number of Participants with
Significant Disabilities Served and Employed by State Agency: 2016

- Table 14.3 Vocational Rehabilitation — Percent of Participants
Employed at Closure by State Agency: 2016

- Table 14.4 Vocational Rehabilitation — Number of Participants Whose
Primary Support is Own Income at Application and Closure by State
Agency: 2016

* Table 14.5 Vocational Rehabilitation — State Agencies with Individuals
on Order of Selection at Fiscal Year-End: 2012 to 2016

* Table 14.6 Vocational Rehabilitation — Average Hourly Wage of Employed
Participants by State Agency: 2016

Section 15: Employment Policy

« Table 15.1 Employment Policy — Social Security Disability Insurance
Allowance Rate for People Living in the United States, by State: 2020

* Table 15.2 Employment Policy - State Earned Income Tax Credits for
People Living in the United States: 2020

- Table 15.3 Employment Policy - Monthly Supplemental Security Income
Supplementary Payments for People Living in the United States, by
State: 2011

* Table 15.4 Employment Policy — Minimum Wage Rates for People Living in
the United States, by State: 2020

Section 16: Voting and Registration

* Table 16.1: Number and Percentage Voting and Not Voting, by Disability
Status and Disability Type: 2020

* Table 16.2: Number and Percentage Voting, by Demographic
Characteristics, Region, Employment Status and Disability Status: 2020

* Table 16.3: Number and Percentage Voting, by State and Disability
Status: 2020

* Table 16.4: Number and Percentage Voting by Voting Method and
Disability Status: 2020
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* Table 16.5: Number and Percentage Registered But Not Voting by Reason
for not Voting and Disability Status: 2026
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Section 1: Population and Prevalence

This section presents statistics on the United States resident
population, projected population, and people with disabilities. The
prevalence statistics describe disability frequency by disability type.
The principal source of these data is the U.S. Census Bureau,
specifically the American Community Survey. For these tables, statistics
for people with disabilities (disability status or disability type) are
based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of questions within the
American Community Survey (see the glossary for more details).

Tables

Table 1.1: In 2020, the resident population in the United States was
estimated to be 329,504,815 individuals, up from 328,239,523 individuals
in 2019. The state with the largest population in 2026 was California,
with 39,273,649 individuals. The state with the smallest population in
2020 was Wyoming, with 574,367 individuals.

Table 1.2: The projected 2030 resident population in the United States is
363,584,435 individuals, up from 349,439,199 individuals in 2625 and
335,804,546 individuals in 2020. The state with the largest projected
population in 2030 is California, with 46,444,861 individuals. The
geography with the smallest projected population in 2030 is the District
of Columbia, with 433,414 individuals.

Table 1.3: Based on data from the American Community Survey, in 2020
there were 328,293,917 individuals living in the community, 44,061,818 of
which were individuals with disabilities—-13.4 percent. The state with the
largest number of individuals with disabilities was California, with
4,409,276 individuals, while the state with the smallest number of
individuals with disabilities was the District of Columbia, with

74,492 individuals.

Table 1.4: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 11,926,360 of which were individuals with a
hearing disability-27.1 percent. For this disability type, Alaska had the
highest percentage, 38.0 percent, while the District of Columbia had the
lowest percentage, 14.7 percent.

Table 1.5: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 8,032,555 of which were individuals with a
vision disability-18.2 percent. For this disability type, Louisiana had
the highest percentage, 23.2 percent, while Minnesota had the lowest
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Al

percentage, 13.3 percent.

Table 1.6: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 17,472,328 of which were individuals with a
cognitive disability—-39.7 percent. For this disability type, the District
of Columbia had the highest percentage, 50.4 percent, while Wyoming had
the lowest percentage, 31.5 percent.

Table 1.7: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 21,779,183 of which were individuals with an
ambulatory disability-49.4 percent. For this disability type, Arkansas
had the highest percentage, 54.6 percent, while Utah had the lowest
percentage, 38.2 percent.

Table 1.8: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 8,916,136 of which were individuals with a
self-care disability-20.2 percent. For this disability type, California
had the highest percentage, 23.5 percent, while Wyoming had the lowest
percentage, 15.0 percent.

Table 1.9: In 2020, there were 44,061,818 individuals living in the
community with disabilities, 16,356,212 of which were individuals with an
independent living disability-37.1 percent. For this disability type,
Hawaii had the highest percentage, 44.9 percent, while Wyoming had the
lowest percentage, 28.0 percent.
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Section 2: Functioning

This section expands upon Section 1: Population and Prevalence to provide
more details about prevalence by disability types. It presents the
prevalence of people with multiple disability types, specifically those
who have a functional limitation (vision, hearing, ambulatory, or
cognitive disabilities) as well as an activity of daily living disability
(self-care disabilities) and/or an instrumental activity of daily living
disability (independent living disabilities). Self-care disabilities are
defined as difficulties with activities that promote well-being and
health, such as bathing or dressing. Independent living disabilities are
defined as difficulties with doing activities alone that promote self-
determination and self-respect, such as visiting a doctor's office or
shopping. Activities of daily living and instrumental activities of daily
living can be proxies for whether the environment is enabling or
disabling. For example, a person with vision disabilities may identify as
also having self-care disabilities in an unsupportive environment but may
not report a self-care disabilities in an environment with adequate
accommodations. Self-care and independent living disabilities can occur
at the same time or exclusive of one another (e.g., an individual can
have difficulties bathing but is able to go shopping alone).

The source of these data is the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community
Survey. Statistics for people with disabilities (disability status or
disability type) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of
questions within the American Community Survey (see the glossary for more
details). Please note that this section focuses on people ages 18-64.

Tables

Table 2.1: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 602,011 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had both vision disabilities and self-
care disabilities (or 15.0 percent). 1,102,239 civilians ages 18-64
living in the community had both vision disabilities and independent
living disabilities (or 27.5 percent).

Table 2.2: In 20206, in the United States an estimated 518,457 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had vision disabilities and both self-
care disabilities and independent living disabilities (or 12.9 percent).
83,554 people ages 18-64 with vision disabilities had self-care
disabilities but not independent living disabilities (or 2.0 percent).
583,782 people ages 18-64 with vision disabilities had independent living
disabilities but not self-care disabilities (or 14.5 percent).
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Table 2.3: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 442,122 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had both hearing

disabilities and self-care disabilities (or 11.3 percent). Also,
746,156 civilians ages 18-64 living in the community had both vision
disabilities and independent living disabilities (or 19.1 percent).

Table 2.4: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 368,097 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had hearing disabilities as well as
both self-care disabilities and independent living disabilities (or 9.4
percent). 74,025 people ages 18-64 with hearing disabilities had self-
care disabilities but not independent living disabilities (or 1.9
percent). 378,059 people ages 18-64 with hearing disabilities had
independent living disabilities but not self-care disabilities (or

9.7 percent).

Table 2.5: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 2,936,377 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had both ambulatory disabilities and
self-care disabilities (or 31.5 percent). 4,137,582 civilians ages 18-64
living in the community had both ambulatory disabilities and independent
living disabilities (or 44.4 percent).

Table 2.6: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 2,370,130 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had ambulatory disabilities as well as
both self-care disabilities and independent living disabilities (or

25.4 percent). 566,247 people ages 18-64 with ambulatory disabilities had
self-care disabilities but not independent living disabilities (or

6.0 percent). 1,767,452 people ages 18-64 with ambulatory

disabilities had independent living disabilities but not self-

care disabilities (or 18.9 percent).

Table 2.7: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 1,916,979 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had both cognitive disabilities

and self-care disabilities (or 19.4 percent). 4,643,957 civilians ages
18-64 living in the community had both cognitive disabilities and
independent living disabilities (or 47.1 percent).

Table 2.8: In 2020, in the United States an estimated 1,706,272 civilians
ages 18-64 living in the community had cognitive disabilities as well as
both self-care disabilities and independent living disabilities (or 17.3
percent). 210,707 people ages 18-64 with cognitive disabilities had self-
care disabilities but not independent living disabilities (or 2.1
percent). 2,937,685 people ages 18-64 with cognitive disabilities had
independent living disabilities but not self-care disabilities (or

29.8 percent).
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Section 3: Employment

This section presents statistics on employment in the United States. Data
are presented for people with disabilities, people without disabilities,

and the difference in percentage employed (employment gap) between these

two populations.

The source of these data is the American Community Survey (U.S. Census
Bureau). For these tables, statistics for people with disabilities
(disability status or disability type) are based on having responded
‘yes’ to a series of questions within the American Community Survey. The
definition for employment status in the American Community Survey can be
found in the glossary.

Tables

Tables 3.1 and 3.2: In 2020, of the 21,523,050 individuals with
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 7,975,590
individuals were employed-37.0 percent. In contrast, of the 178,475,229
individuals without disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the
community, 133,949,072 individuals were employed-75.0 percent. The
percentage of people with disabilities employed was highest in North
Dakota (52.1 percent) and lowest in West Virginia (27.6 percent).

Table 3.3: In 2020, of the 3,892,160 individuals with hearing
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 2,041,592
individuals were employed-52.4 percent. The percentage of people with
hearing disabilities employed was highest in North Dakota (74.4 percent)
and lowest in the District of Columbia (32.9 percent).

Table 3.4: In 2020, of the 4,001,765 individuals with vision disabilities
ages 18-64 years living in the community, 1,823,152 individuals were
employed-45.5 percent. The percentage of people with vision disabilities
employed was highest in New Hampshire (75.4 percent) and lowest in
Vermont (33.3 percent).

Table 3.5: In 2020, of the 9,849,570 individuals with cognitive
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 2,875,776
individuals were employed-29.1 percent. The percentage of people with
cognitive disabilities employed was highest in South Dakota (42.9
percent) and lowest in Arkansas (19.9 percent).

Table 3.6: In 2020, of the 9,304,426 individuals with ambulatory
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 2,231,962
individuals were employed-23.9 percent. The percentage of people with
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ambulatory disabilities employed was highest in North Dakota (46.3
percent) and lowest in West Virginia (15.6 percent).

Table 3.7: In 2020, of the 3,533,797 individuals with self-care
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 497,108
individuals were employed-14.0 percent. The percentage of people with
self-care disabilities employed was highest in South Dakota (27.2
percent) and lowest in Oregon (8.9 percent).

Table 3.8: In 2020, of the 7,794,788 individuals with independent living
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 1,381,112
individuals were employed-17.7 percent. The percentage of people with
independent living disabilities employed was highest in Utah (27.9
percent) and lowest in Arkansas (7.9 percent).

Table 3.9: In 2020, 37.0 percent of people with disabilities ages 18-64
years living in the community were employed, while 75.0 percent of people
without disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community were
employed-a difference of 37.9 percentage points. The difference was
greatest in Vermont (47.8 percentage points) and smallest in North Dakota
(30.7 percentage points).
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Section 4: Industry and Occupation

This section presents statistics on the industries and occupations that
employ people in the United States. Statistics are presented for the
United States overall and by state for the top four most prevalent
industries and occupations among people with disabilities.

Industry describes the kind of business conducted by a person’s employing
organization. Occupation describes the kind of work a person does on the
job. Statistics for people with disabilities (disability status or
disability type) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of
questions within the American Community Survey, conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau (see the glossary for more details).

Data on occupation and industry are collected for the American Community
Survey respondent’s current primary job or the most recent job for people
who are not employed but have worked in the last 5 years. American
Community Survey respondents provide written responses describing their
kind of business or industry. An automated, standardized coding procedure
categorizes responses which are then reviewed by trained staff for
accuracy. Industries are categorized based on the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), published by the Office of Management and
Budget. Occupations are categorized based on the Standard Occupational
(SOC) Manual, also published by the Office of Management and Budget.
American Community Survey data on industry and occupation describe the
industrial composition and occupational experiences of the American labor
force and are used to formulate employment policy and programs, develop
career trainings, provide information on the occupational skills of the
labor force, and measure compliance with antidiscrimination policies.

Tables

Table 4.1: In 2020 in the United States, the industry with the greatest
number of people with disabilities was Health Care and Social Assistance
with 1,188,310 people (14.9 percent).

Table 4.2: In 2020 in the United States, the occupational group with the
greatest number of people with disabilities was Office and Administrative
Support Occupations with 983,362 people (12.3 percent).

Table 4.3: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in the education services industry was California
with 66,893 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities employed in the education services industry was Vermont
(13.2 percent).
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Table 4.4: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in the manufacturing industry was Texas with 60,351
people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities employed in the manufacturing industry was Indiana (19.4
percent).

Table 4.5: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in the retail trade industry was Texas with 100,027
people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities employed in the retail trade industry was Rhode Island (19.2
percent).

Table 4.6: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in the health care and social assistance industry
was California with 110,576 people. The state with the greatest
percentage of people with disabilities employed in the health care and
social assistance industry was South Dakota (21.5 percent).

Table 4.7: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in office and administrative support occupations
was California with 93,915 people. The state with the greatest percentage
of people with disabilities employed in office and administrative support
occupations was Utah (16.5 percent).

Table 4.8: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in sales and related occupations was Texas with
76,816 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities employed in sales and related occupations was North Dakota
(13.8 percent).

Table 4.9: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in transportation and material moving occupations
was California with 66,373 people. The state with the greatest percentage
of people with disabilities employed in transportation and material
moving occupations was West Virginia (15.0 percent).

Table 4.10: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities employed in management occupations was Texas with 76,081
people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities employed in management occupations was Alaska (16.6
percent).
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Section 5: Earnings

This section presents statistics on earnings in the United States by
disability status. The statistics describe the earnings of full-time,
full-year workers with and without disabilities in the past 12 months, as
well as the difference (earnings gap) between these two populations. A
person is considered a full-time, full-year worker if they worked 35
hours or more per week for 50 to 52 weeks in the past 12 months.
Individuals who did not work in the last 12 months or who worked less
than full-time, full-year are not included in these statistics. The
principal source of these data is the U.S. Census Bureau, specifically
the American Community Survey. Statistics for people with disabilities
(disability status) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of
questions within the American Community Survey (see the glossary for more
details). In addition, in the American Community Survey people are asked
about their total income for the past 12 months. This information is used
to calculate earnings. When presenting earnings data, the median earnings
(or middle value) is used rather than mean (average) earnings because
income tends to be heavily skewed. Because outlier cases with extremely
high incomes do not impact the median the way that they impact the mean,
the median is generally the preferred statistic for summarizing income.

Tables

Table 5.1: In 2020, for full-time, full-year workers with disabilities
ages 18-64 years living in the community, median earnings were $42,504.
In contrast, among full-time, full-year workers without disabilities ages
18-64 years and over living in the community, median earnings were
$50,223-an earnings gap of $7,719. This earnings gap is smallest (meaning
the difference in earnings of people with disabilities and the earnings
of people without disabilities is the lowest) in Alaska ($-3,833) and
largest (meaning the difference in earnings of people with disabilities
and the earnings of people without disabilities is the highest) in
Massachusetts ($16,258).
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Section 6: Poverty

This section presents statistics on poverty in the United States. The
statistics describe the number and percentage of people with and without
disabilities who experience poverty as well as the difference between the
poverty rates of people with and without disabilities (poverty gap). The
principal source of these data is the American Community Survey. For
these tables, statistics for people with disabilities (disability status)
are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of questions within the
American Community Survey (see the glossary for details). Poverty is
defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget and set as a dollar
threshold by the U.S. Census Bureau (see the glossary for details).

Tables

Tables 6.1 and 6.2: In 2020, of the 21,523,050 individuals with
disabilities ages 18-64 years who were living in the community,
11,951,538 individuals lived in poverty—a poverty rate of 27.8 percent.
In contrast, of the 178,475,229 individuals without disabilities ages
18-64 years living in the community, 42,551,532 individuals lived in
poverty—a poverty rate of 11.9 percent. The poverty rate for people with
disabilities was highest in the District of Columbia (49.0 percent) and
lowest in Utah (19.4 percent).

Table 6.3: In 2020, the poverty rate of individuals with disabilities
ages 18-64 years living in the community was 11.9 percent, while the
poverty rate of individuals without disabilities ages 18-64 years living
in the community was 27.8 percent—a difference of 15.9 percentage points.
The poverty gap was smallest in North Dakota and Utah (a difference of
11.5 percentage points) and greatest in the District of Columbia (a
difference of 33.7 percentage points).
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Section 7: Home Environment

This section presents statistics on the home environment for people with
and without disabilities in the United States. The home environment
includes factors such as housing quality, age of home (i.e., year built),
and housing type (i.e., house, apartment, mobile homes). More
specifically, the housing quality features that are presented here
include: lacking a complete kitchen, lacking complete plumbing,
overcrowding (two or more people living in home per bedroom), and cost
burden (thirty percent or more of household income spent on housing
costs). The age of home statistic presented is whether a home was built
in 1990 or after (the year the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was
signed into law). Statistics for people with disabilities (disability
status or disability type) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a
series of questions within the American Community Survey (see the
glossary for more details).

The poor housing quality measure presented in this section identifies
people who are experiencing two of four possible difficulties related to
housing quality described above. This measure is part of a larger
multidimensional deprivation index that is considered a measure of
poverty. Multidimensional deprivation is a more holistic, comprehensive
view of well-being than traditional income-based poverty measures. It
includes people who may be facing difficulties or hardships who may not
be income poor. The housing quality element of deprivation captures
people experiencing difficulties with physical space and security within
their own home. Our estimates were based on reports on multidimensional
deprivation published by researchers at the Census Bureau, including:

Glassman, Brian, “Multidimensional Deprivation in the United States:
2017," American Community Survey Reports, ACS-40, U.S. Census Bureau,
Washington, DC, 2019.

This report on multidimensional deprivation can be found online:
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2019/demo/
acs-40.pdf.

Tables

Table 7.1: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in homes without a complete kitchen was California
with 30,202 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities living in homes without a complete kitchen was Alaska (3.4
percent).
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Table 7.2: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in homes without complete plumbing was Texas with
13,331 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities living in homes without complete plumbing was Alaska (4.6
percent).

Table 7.3: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in overcrowded homes was California with 228,301
people. The greatest percentage of people with disabilities living in
overcrowded homes was in California (11.8 percent).

Table 7.4: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities experiencing housing cost burden was California with 787,546
people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities experiencing housing cost burden was the District of
Columbia (50.5 percent).

Table 7.5: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities experiencing poor housing quality was California with
398,470 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities experiencing poor housing quality was the District of
Columbia (21.6 percent).

Table 7.6: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in homes built in 1990 or later was Texas with
681,048 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people with
disabilities living in homes built in 1990 or later was Nevada (51.4
percent) .

Table 7.7: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in houses (not apartments or mobile homes) was
California with 1,272,844 people. The state with the greatest percentage
of people with disabilities living in houses (not apartments or mobile
homes) was Nebraska (76.0 percent).

Table 7.8: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in apartments (not houses or mobile homes) was
California with 567,872 people. The state with the greatest percentage of
people with disabilities living in apartments (not houses or mobile
homes) was the District of Columbia (69.6 percent).

Table 7.9: In 2020, the state with the greatest number of people with
disabilities living in mobile homes (not houses or apartments) was Texas
with 153,480 people. The state with the greatest percentage of people
with disabilities living in mobile homes was South Carolina (24.9
percent).
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Section 8: Veterans

This section presents statistics on veterans in the United States.
Specifically, the data address service connected to disability rating;
the prevalence of disabilities in the veteran population; the portion of
the veteran population that experiences poverty (as well as the
difference between the poverty rates of veterans with and without
disabilities (poverty gap)), by disability status. The principal sources
of these data are the U.S. Census Bureau, specifically the American
Community Survey and the Veterans Benefits Administration’s Annual
Benefits Report. For these tables, statistics for people with
disabilities (disability status) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a
series of questions within the American Community Survey (see the
glossary for more details). Poverty is defined by the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget and set as a dollar threshold by the U.S. Census
Bureau in all sources (see the glossary for more details).

Tables

Table 8.1: In 2020, according to the American Community Survey, 3,497,074
individuals ages 18 and over living in the community reported having a
military service-connected disability rating of 70 percent or more.

Table 8.2: In 2020, there were 33,724,784 civilian veterans ages 18-64
years living in the community, 1,598,743 of which were individuals with
disabilities—a prevalence rate of 19.1 percent. Alaska had the lowest
prevalence rate (10.7 percent) while Arkansas had the highest prevalence
rate (32.3 percent).

Tables 8.3 and 8.4: In 2020, of the 1,598,743 civilian veterans with
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community, 530,970
individuals lived in poverty-a poverty rate of 33.2 percent. In contrast,
of the 6,746,324 civilian veterans without disabilities ages 18-64 years
living in the community, 1,022,682 civilian veterans lived in poverty-a
poverty rate of 15.2 percent. The poverty rate for civilian veterans with
disabilities was highest in the District of Columbia (103.1 percent) and
lowest in Idaho (17.9 percent).

Table 8.5: In 2020, the poverty rate of civilian veterans with
disabilities ages 18-64 years living in the community was 33.2 percent,
while the poverty rate of individuals without disabilities ages 18-64
years living in the community was 15.2 percent—a poverty gap of 18.1
percentage points. The poverty gap was smallest in North Dakota (-0.6
percentage points) and greatest in the District of Columbia (75.7
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|-
percentage points).

Table 8.6: In the Federal Fiscal Year 2020, the United States spent a
total of $104,566,124 on compensation and pension benefits paid to
disabled veterans.
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Section 9: Health Insurance Coverage

This section presents statistics on health insurance coverage in the
United States, focusing on coverage of people with disabilities. This
includes statistics concerning Medicaid and Medicare, the government-run
health care programs in the United States. The data address the
percentage of people with and without disabilities who have some sort of
health insurance coverage as well as the difference in percent health
insurance coverage between people with and without disabilities (health
insurance coverage gap). The data also present the type of health
insurance coverage possessed by people with disabilities (public or
private). The principal source of these data is the U.S. Census Bureau's
American Community Survey. Statistics for people with disabilities
(disability status) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of
questions within the American Community Survey (see the glossary for more
details). People receiving disability benefits from Social Security
usually automatically qualify for Medicaid and Medicare, although some
states have more restrictive eligibility criteria.

Tables

Table 9.1: In 2020, 88.4 percent of individuals with disabilities ages
18-64 years living in the community had health insurance coverage. In
contrast, 87.0 percent of individuals without disabilities ages 18-64
years living in the community had health insurance coverage—a health
insurance coverage gap between those with and without disabilities of 1.4
percentage points. The health insurance gap ranges from 6.7 percentage
points in Arkansas to -5.5 percentage points in Kansas.

Table 9.2: In 2020, 45.8 percent of individuals with disabilities ages
18-64 years living in the community had private health insurance, 53.4
percent had public health insurance (some had both), while 11.6 percent
did not have health insurance. Massachusetts (2.9 percent) had the
smallest percentage of people with disabilities without health insurance
coverage. Texas (21.7 percent) had the largest percentage of people with
disabilities without health insurance coverage.

87 Annual Disability Statistics Compendium: 2621 | Disability Statistics & Demographics



01 1dalgns ST YoTym ‘QTOT
SNSU®) °S°'MN 9yl BUISn SUOT1ETNOTED
"(L"6 ©19el) Lgeg :wntpuadwo) sOTISTIEIS AITTIQESTg Tenuuy
"T- L"€8
4 8°16
'S L"88
"2 S'06
"0 G 68

—
o° v

-

Ll LD < O 0Ol Mm e~ 0000 O OUINOOOLWMW OV OV OO Ve T om—

"€6
88
A
"G8
"G8
V8
"G6
16
68
LL
‘06
16
V8
R4)
"G8
68
06
€8
‘88

O IO -0 NOWMOMeTANO —O® N O — NN

A3TTIqeSTq

(%) °beadA0)

,sJoyany

0°18
L"v6
G €6
G ¢C6
L 06
8706
L7 /8
€°'8L
G €8
(A4
L°C8
8°G6
L716
9°¢6
8°8L
L 1l6
698
0°G8
¢'G6
L L6
G°¢6
v ¢6
L 98
9°98
6°C6
L°G8

AM
IM
AM
/)
VA
1A
1n
XL
NL
as
JS
Iy
vd
b [0
A0
HO
an
IN
AN
WN
rN
HN
AN
N
1N
oW

a1e1s

“(1Lz0

[4

<

DO TN O FToOoANN~NANANDTNNANLNLSONOO O O®© O

O NN YO TFO ANTFT O NI Mr —TOLANT O AN NSO N

O MO IFTNONTMODO TN 0T OO MW O AN N

‘s1ybTop TearuswtJdadx3 yitm oTdwes e1ePOJOT) OSN OTTANnd
:910N "AJTTTQesTIq uo 91n3TisuI ‘odJtysdweHy MmN 4O AITSJSATUN :HN

L8

(%) °b6e49A0)
9ZOZ :shiels A3TTrqestq Aq ‘so93els pue sajelS palTun ayl J40) AJTunuwwo) ayj
Ut BUTAT] sJed) $9-8L SoObyY SUBTITIAT) — 9beudAo0) aosuednsul YiTedH L 6 919el

"SSTITTTQESTIp OU YITM
oTdoad pue sST1TTTgesSTp YiTIm ardoad usamiaq sbeusrod souednsutr yiresy Jo siutod sbejusossad uT S0uUsUdJJTP BYL [L]
‘uotietJdeA BurTduwes
‘A9AJng A1Tunwwo) uedTJBWY headng

< 0O OO NOO N O® VWO W e N OAN O« NS m

€8
"€6
"€6
L6
"€6

6

06
"€6
18
4)
16
"06
68
"€6
08
€8
"96
"€6
"96
WAS]
16
16
"G8
98
€8
88

A1TTIqeSTqQ

‘weyang

Z) 'V 'STTTAUdINOH B ‘"W ‘Tejey ‘°S ‘Ined :UOTIBIT)
-
"6
16
"96
16
"88
98
16
L8
"6
68
68
"G8
16
"8
"8
"G6
68
€6
"88
68
"G8
€8
€8
"8
L8
AyTTTqESTIQ ON

SW
NKW
IW
Vi
aw
Ell
v
M
)|
VI
NI
11
ar
IH
V9
14
ad
ada
19
0d
VI
av
VA J
AV
v
‘SN

a1e1s

88

866.538.9521

www.DisabilityCompendium.org


http:www.DisabilityCompendium.org

*9beu9A0D 2oUBJINSUT Y3Teay INOYITM SSTITTTIJesIp YiTm oTdoad Jjo obejusosad syl [1]
"uoTaetJen bBurrdwes

01 109lgns ST YOTYm ‘gzeg ‘siybtepm Tearuswtiadx3 yitm oTdweS eIBPOJIIT| 8SM OTTgNd
sSNsu@) °S°'N 9yl BuTIsn SUOTIBTNOTED ,SJoyiny
“(¢'6 9Tgel) Lgeg :wntpuadwo) sOTISTILLS AITTTqesTg Tenuuy *(1geg) 'V ‘OTTTAU1INOH B

0°6l

— - — N —

- N

S NOONNOOSWL MO e— N0 S NN O NO O VI

O - OO0V NDMO®— M AT OHOANMOOWLNNOMANO O WO
-

—

[

-

]

(%) obeaanoy oN

[AN44
7SS
869
L"vS
G LS
¢'6S
¢ 6€
172844
6°¢CS
e er
S°LS
¥ 8S
9°89
L°8S
0° ¢y
9°8S
LTy
L°LS
819
8°89
€ 1S
G 8¥%
G €S
6 S
¥ 09
6 8Y
oTTqnd

S LS
8°LS
G ¢y
L 6V
LS
"6€
LS
9y
A%
05
Sy
‘6
Sy
Sy
Sy
%
"GG
9y
Sy
“E€
LS
VS
Sy
€S
4%
Ly
9]BAT.Ad

— N0 M S MOV LLSOLNNS OO v~ I & 1o N

(%) obeaano)

:910N "AITTTQeSIQ UO 91N1T1SuTl

AR
IM
AR
VM
VA
1A
1n
XL
NL
as
)
Iy
vd
40
h [0
HO
an
IN
AN
WN
rN
HN
AN
aN
1
oW

———_“__“_m“———

—

— O M < OO AN MO MMN O WO 00N OO NN OAN OV VU O
—

—

. . . . .
— - -

O N WO NT™0ONOOWLOJINOODTOMLWLILIWL T OO T O MO N

- - -

(1]

(%) °beaano)y oN

e
€S
19
"¢9
¢S
€9
"€9
"G99
%
VS
"GS
09
A%
Sy
Sy
Ly
"89
A
89
'0S
"99
N4’
¢S
"€S
“1S
"€S

I <F O N ® O MO O OO TMO ITANOOOD T OFT M e— IO

‘AoAINS A1TUNWWoO) uBOTJBWY Nealng
aJtysdwey MaN 40 AITSJOATUN :HN ‘weydng

¥S

N

‘Tejey '°sS
L oY
L 6V
8 ¥
L' SY
6°CS
e Ly
v LE
7' 6€
0°0S
6" 6V
e vy
v 8¥
L°2S
v 19
L 9%
9°G¥
€8¢
G 6V
e LY
v 8Y
0 v
G 8¢
9° €Y
R4
A1
8°G¥

9]1BAT.dd

(%) abeuaano)

0coc

‘Ined :UOT3IEIT)
SKW
NI
IW
VN
aw
E[")
V1
M
S
VI
NI
1I
al
IH
V9
14
ada
E [
19
0J
v
qv
VA
AV
v
‘s'n

———_____“m_——_

:9beaano)

Jo 2dA] Agq ‘sa3e3ls pue sajels paiTun 9yl Joj AJTunwwo) Yl UT BUTIATT] Sdedp
¥9-8L soby SOTITTTIQeSTIQ YITM SUBTITIAT) - abeuano) adouednsul yifeaH z¢°6 oTqel

Disability Statistics & Demographics

Annual Disability Statistics Compendium: 2021

89



Section 19: Rural

Sponsored by The Research and Training Center on Disability in Rural
Communities (RTC:Rural) at the Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities
at the University of Montana.

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) separates U.S. counties into
metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties based on population thresholds
and commuting patterns (shown in the map below). Counties are classified
metropolitan if they contain an urban core of at least 50,000 people or
if a significant proportion of the population commutes into an adjacent
urban core. Non-metropolitan counties can be further classified into
micropolitan and noncore counties, with micropolitan counties having an
urban core of 10,000 to 50,000 people and noncore counties being those
that remain. Although metropolitan, micropolitan, and noncore
designations do not fully describe the varied conditions across place,
they suggest that infrastructure and associated economic and demographic
factors contribute to the rural experience.
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Map Description: A map showing the distribution of metropolitan,
micropolitan and noncore counties across the US (including Puerto Rico).
There are 1,236 metropolitan counties which are shown in yellow. There
are fewer micropolitan counties, 663, and these are shown in light green.
More counties are noncore, the most "rural", with 1,334 dark green
counties.

Contextual differences between metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties
shape both the experiences and outcomes of people with disabilities and
often result in inequities across place. As counties become more rural
(non-metropolitan), a wide range of disparities grow.

Data representative of the U.S. population are used to inform the
development of policies and programs at the local, state, and national
levels. Available data on rural disability, however, is limited and
frequently imprecise. For instance, the American Community Survey (ACS)
uses a continuous data collection timeline, where new data are added
every month to generate a sample equal to 12.5% of the total population
every five years. The continuous nature of ACS data collection and
resulting sample size affects the availability and validity of rural
data. For counties with populations of 65,000 or less, raw data must be
aggregated across five years before it is released. This constitutes 74%
percent of U.S. counties. Due to a change in disability indicator
questions in 2008, the first 5-year data file with rural disability
indicators was not available until December 2013. To avoid overlapping
data collection periods, it wasn’t until 2018 that rural outcomes could
be compared over time using ACS data.

Additionally, analyses of rural data are limited because of smaller
sample sizes and high margins of error (MOE). This is a particular
problem for examining rural subgroup data such as rural disability rates
by race. High MOE make data less reliable for smaller geographies and
necessitates that researchers aggregate data across counties or years to
increase precision. Because of these types of limitations, there is a
need to expand the availability and quality of rural data for policy and
program development, using a tailored approach.

The goal of providing rural annual and trend data in collaboration with
the StatsRRTC is to improve access to accurate and current data about the
disability experience in rural communities. These data can be used by
advocates, service providers, researchers, and policy makers for making
informed arguments, developing sound decisions, building hypotheses, and

91 Annual Disability Statistics Compendium: 2621 | Disability Statistics & Demographics



understanding policy impacts. This effort will raise awareness of how
rural people with disabilities are similar to and different from their
urban counterparts. It will allow stakeholders to more easily access a
wide range of information about the disability experience in rural
communities to make informed decisions about programs and policies likely
to benefit rural people with disabilities.

Methods

The Rural Addendum provides data on key sociodemographic characteristics
for people with and without disabilities residing in metropolitan,
micropolitan, and noncore counties. Data come from the 2014-2018 American
Community Survey (ACS) 5-year summary files. To calculate metropolitan,
micropolitan, and noncore populations, we first classified county-level
data based on OMB classifications. We then aggregated populations across
these metropolitan, micropolitan, and noncore designations to explore
geographic differences. For all tables, disability status is based on
having responded “yes” to at least one of a series of six disability
indicator questions in the ACS. The glossary contains the questions used
in the ACS to arrive at the disability estimates. Note that all table
estimates exclude persons living in institutions and active duty military
personnel. Some questions are asked only of people of certain ages.

Tables

Table 10.1 reports on the prevalence of disability in the United States.
For the 5-year period from 2014-2018, the estimated rate of disability
was 12.0% for metropolitan, 15.8% for micropolitan, and 17.9% for noncore
counties. Estimated rates were higher in noncore counties for all
reported disabilities, including hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory,
self-care, and independent living disabilities.

Tables 10.2a & 10.2b provide demographic information for people with and
without disabilities living in metropolitan, micropolitan, and noncore
counties. Trends in the data show that as counties become there are
higher rates of White and AIAN populations, and lower rates of Asian,
NHPI, multi-racial, and Hispanic populations for both people with and
without disabilities. Rates of African American/Black people are higher
in metropolitan areas and lower in micropolitan and noncore counties.

Table 10.3 compares employment and work experience rates for people with
and without disabilities. As counties become more rural, the employment
rate decreases and the “not in the labor force” rate increases for people
with and without disabilities. Notably, 64.9% of the population with
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disability living in noncore counties was not in the labor force, and
62.7% did not work in the past 12 months.

Table 10.4 shows poverty rates by age and median earnings for people with
and without disabilities. Poverty rates for people with and without
disability increase for all age groups as counties become more rural.
Poverty rates are most pronounced for individuals living in noncore
counties, where 35.9% of the population less than 18 years, 31.2% of the
population 18-64 years, and 13.7% of the population 65 years and older
lives at or below the poverty level. When comparing median earnings,
people with disabilities receive significantly less income in
metropolitan, micropolitan, and noncore counties when compared to those
without disabilities. The median earnings difference between people with
and without disabilities, however, is smallest in noncore counties.

Table 10.5 shows health insurance coverage and type for people with and
without disabilities. As places become more rural, people with and
without disability report lower rates of insurance coverage. For all
geography (metropolitan, micropolitan, and noncore), people with
disabilities report lower rates of private insurance, and higher rates of
public insurance, relative to those without disabilities. When comparing
these data to the 5 year estimates from last year, rates of insurance
coverage have decreased for people with and without disabilities living
in metro, micro, and noncore counties.
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Map Description

Reported rates of disability vary across the country with a notable
difference between rates in urban and rural counties. In aggregate, we
see higher rates in rural counties across a variety of indicators (see
table 10.1). However, rural disability rates are not consistent and clear
geographic and regional patterns emerge when exploring these data on a
map. The map above on the previous page shows disability rates at the
county level for every county in the United States (including Puerto
Rico). Rates are classified by quartile with lower rates shown in lighter
purple and higher rates in darker purple. There are clear geographic
clusters of both high and low rates of disability throughout the U.S.

There are higher rates of reported disability throughout the rural
Southern United States in Appalachia, Southern Missouri and Arkansas,
along the border of Mississippi and Alabama and across New Mexico into
Southern Colorado. Clusters of high rates of reported disability can also
be found in rural areas of Maine, Michigan, Idaho, California and Oregon.
Finally, there are high rates of reported disability throughout Puerto
Rico.

There is also a noticeable regional pattern where reported rates of
disability are lowest. States in the North and Middle Atlantic region as
well as across the Midwest, Great Plains and Rocky Mountain West (with
the exception of Northern Idaho) all have lower rates of reported
disability.

The forces underlying these geographic clusters are complex. Local level
social, economic and environmental factors all contribute to people’s
experience of disability. Communities and regions experiencing persistent
and historical poverty, extractive industry dependence and other forms of
social, spatial, and economic marginalization tend to report higher
levels of disability. Improving our understanding of how and why rates of
disability vary across rural America is valuable for developing effective
policies and programs to serve rural people with disabilities.

For more information check out the RTC:Rural’s Disability Counts webpage
where you can view and download additional maps for both the nation and
states and access disability data by county using our data lookup tool.
http://resources.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/resource/disability-counts/
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Section 11: Health

This section presents statistics on health in the United States,
especially the health of people with disabilities. The data address the
prevalence of disabilities, health behaviors such as smoking, obesity,
and binge drinking by disability status. These statistics were generated
by the authors using the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey. See
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Disability and Health
Data System for additional information on the health of the population
with disabilities. Statistics for people with disabilities (disability
status) are based on having responded ‘yes’ to a series of questions
within the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey (see glossary for
greater detail). The data for the state of New Jersey is not available
for 2020.

Tables

Table 11.1: In 2020, there were 242,761,493 individuals ages 18 and over
living in the community, and 63,152,941 had a disability (26.0 percent).
The state with the largest number of individuals with disabilities was
California, with 6,734,666 individuals with disabilities, while the state
with the smallest number was Wyoming, with 107,514 individuals with
disabilities.

Table 11.2: In 2020, individuals ages 18 years and over (adults) with
disabilities were more likely to smoke (21.7 percent) than adults without
disabilities (11.7 percent). Adults with disabilities were most likely to
smoke in West Virginia (29.8 percent) and least likely to smoke in Utah
(14.2 percent).

Table 11.3: In 2020, individuals ages 18 years and over (adults) with
disabilities were more likely to be obese (40.4 percent) than adults
without disabilities (29.0 percent). Adults with disabilities were most
likely to be obese in Delaware (49.0 percent) and least likely to

be obese in Massachusetts (31.0 percent).

Table 11.4: In 2020, individuals ages 18 years and over (adults) with
disabilities were less likely to binge drink (13.71 percent) than adults
without disabilities (16.4 percent). Adults with disabilities were most
likely to binge drink in the District of Columbia (22.6 percent) and
least likely to binge drink in Illinois (9.5 percent).
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Section 12: Social Security

Administration Program

This section presents statistics on Social Security Administration
Programs in the United States. Specifically, these data concern the
number of beneficiaries served by, and the amount spent on, Social
Security Income and Social Security Disability Insurance, by disability
status. A table also addresses those who have concurrent benefits (are
enrolled in both programs), by disability status. The principal source of
this data is the Social Security Administration, specifically the

2020 Annual Statistical Supplement. The 2020 Annual Statistical
Supplement provides information about programs administrated by the
Social Security Administration. In part, data in the Supplement provide a
basis for research and policy recommendations for the programs.

In this section, disability status under Social Security is based on the
ability to work. A person is considered disabled if they cannot do the
work they did before; cannot adjust to other work because of a medical
condition; and disability has lasted or is expected to last for at least
one year or result in death. Definitions for aged (65 and older),
blindness (statutory blindness), disabled adult child(ren), disabled
widow(er) are specific to the Social Security Administration and Social
Security Act and can be found on the Social Security Administration
website.

Tables

Table 12.1: In December 2020, of the 7,958,721 individuals who received
federally administered payments from the Supplemental Security Income
program, 1,136,006 were eligible based on being 65 years or older, 67,729
were eligible based on blindness, and 6,754,986 were eligible based on
disability status.

Table 12.2: In December 2020, of the $56,277,538 of federally
administered payments from the Supplemental Security Income program,
$6,138,358 was spent on individuals eligible based on being ages 65 years
or older, $481,688 was spent on individuals eligible based on blindness,
and $49,657,487 was spent on individuals eligible based on disability
status.

Table 12.3: In December 2620, of the 1,108,376 individuals under age 18
who received federally administered payments from the Supplemental
Security Income program, 5,744 were eligible based on blindness, and
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1,102,632 were eligible based on disability status.

Table 12.4: In December 2020, of the 593,843 individuals who received
federally administered payments from Supplemental Security Income
program, 129,133 were under age 18, 388,703 were ages 18-64 years, and
76,007 were ages 65 and older.

Table 12.5a: In December 2020, of the 9,351,549 individuals who were
beneficiaries under the Social Security Disability Insurance program,
7,995,955 were disabled workers, 232,863 were disabled widow(ers), and
1,122,731 were disabled adult children.

Tables 12.5b-12.5g: In December 2020, of the 9,351,549 individuals who
were beneficiaries under the Social Security Disability Insurance
program, 322,848 were receiving benefits on the basis of injuries.

Table 12.6: In December 2020, of the $11,366,583 spent on individuals who
were beneficiaries under the Social Security Disability Insurance
program, $10,233,142 was spent on individuals who were disabled

workers, $179,694 was spent on individuals who were disabled widows(ers),
and $953,749 was spent on individuals who were disabled adult children.

Table 12.7a: From 2019 to 2020, the total number of recipients of
Supplemental Security Income changed by -1.4 percent. The number of total
recipients had the greatest positive change in Nebraska (by 0.8 percent)
and had the greatest negative change in New York (by -3.1 percent). From
2017 to 2020, the number of aged (65 or older) recipients of Supplemental
Security Income changed by -2.6 percent. The number of aged recipients
had the greatest positive change in South Dakota (by 0.7 percent) and had
the greatest negative change in Mississippi and New York (by -4.9
percent).

Table 12.7b: From 2019 to 2020, the number of blind recipients of
Supplemental Security Income changed by -1.5 percent. The number of blind
recipients had the greatest positive change in Alaska (by 7.1 percent)
and had the greatest negative change in Rhode Island (by -5.8 percent).
From 2017 to 2018, the number of disabled recipients of Supplemental
Security Income changed by -1.3 percent. The number of disabled
recipients had the greatest positive change in Nebraska (by 1.1 percent)
and had the greatest negative change in New York (by -2.8 percent).

Table 12.8a: From 2019 to 2020, the total number of recipients of Social
Security Disability Insurance changed by -2.3 percent. The total number
of beneficiaries had the greatest positive change in Idaho and North
Dakota and Wyoming (by -0.7 percent) and had the greatest negative change
in the District of Columbia (by -4.8 percent). From 2017 to 2018, the
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number of disabled workers receiving Social Security Disability Insurance
changed by -2.7 percent.

Table 12.8b: From 2019 to 2020, the total number of beneficiaries of
Social Security Disability Insurance among disabled adult children
changed by 0.9 percent. The total number of beneficiaries among disabled
adult children had the greatest positive change in Alaska (by 3.9
percent) and had the least positive change in the District of Columbia
(by -2.5 percent). From 2017 to 2020, the number of disabled widow(er)s
receiving Social Security Disability Insurance changed by -3.7 percent.

Table 12.9-12.12: The monthly number of Social Security Disability
Insurance applicants changed from 154,330 in January of 2003 to 176,326
in October of 20620. The highest number can be found in October of 2010,
reporting 293,682 beneficiaries. The lowest number can be found in
December 2018, reporting 123,073.
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Section 13: Education

This section presents statistics on Special Education programs in the
United States, specifically on children served under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, Part B. These data concern the number of
children with disabilities served (by age and by type of disability)

and mainstream education of children with disabilities. The principal
source of these data is the Office of Special Education Programs’ Data
Accountability Center, which produces the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act 618 Data Tables. Categories of disability and program
outcomes under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act can be
found on the Center for Parent Information and Resources website.

This section also presents statistics on the educational attainment of
people with and without disabilities in the United States. The source of
these estimates is the American Community Survey. For these tables,
statistics for people with disabilities (disability status) are based on
having responded ‘yes’ to a series of questions within the American
Community Survey. See the glossary for more details.

Tables

Table 13.1: In the fall of 2619, there were 66,482,548 people ages 6 to
21 years enrolled in school. Of these people ages 6 to 21, 6,453,380 or
9.7 percent received special education services under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, Part B. Hawaii had the smallest
percentage (6.9 percent), while Maine had the largest percentage (13.8
percent).

Table 13.2: Of the youth ages 3 to 21 who received special education
services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B,
in the fall of 2019, 707,637 were 3 to 5 years old; 3,138,433 were 6 to
11 years old; 2,984,611 were 12 to 17 years old; and 330,336 were 18 to
21 years old.

Tables 13.3a-13.3d: The 6,453,380 students ages 6 to 21 who received
special education services under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, Part B, in the fall of 20619 were in the following
diagnostic categories: 2,331,987 in specific learning disability,
1,072,527 in speech or language impairment, 413,612 in intellectual
disabilities, 344,141 in emotional disturbance, 125,953 in multiple
disabilities, 63,652 in hearing impairments, 31,080 in orthopedic
impairments, 1,053,198 in other health impairments, 23,823 in visual
impairments, 711,059 in autism, 1,534 in deaf-blindness, 24,925 in
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traumatic brain injury, and 194,047 in developmental delay.

Table 13.4: Of the 6,453,380 youth ages 6 to 21 who received special
education services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
Part B, in the fall of 2019, 5,305,393 (or 82.2 percent) spent 40 percent
or more of their time in the regular classroom. New York had the smallest
percentage (69.7 percent), while Wyoming had the largest percentage (92.2
percent).

Table 13.5: In 2020, individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in
California were most likely to have less than a high school

education (24.2 percent), while individuals ages 25 and over with
disabilities in Utah were least likely to have less than a high school
education (9.9 percent).

Table 13.6: In 2020, individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in
Pennsylvania were most likely to have a high school education (44.4
percent), while individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in
California were least likely to have a high school education (24.5
percent).

Table 13.7: In 2020, individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in
New Hampshire were most likely to have a 4-year college degree (18.2
percent), while individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in West
Virginia were least likely to have a 4-year college degree (6.9 percent).

Table 13.8: In 2020, individuals ages 25 and over with disabilities in
the District of Columbia were most likely to have more than a 4-year
college degree (15.5 percent), while individuals ages 25 and over with
disabilities in North Dakota were least likely to have more than a 4-year
college degree (3.9 percent).
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